
OUR MISSION is to provide a safe, 
structured & supportive Christian com-
munity for women who desire a lifestyle 
free from drug & alcohol addiction 

LIFE Recovery is a registered non-profit society Registered Charity #867131351RR0001  www.liferecovery.ca

HOW YOUR GIFTS CAN SUPPORT US
You can be a part of the ministry of LIFE Recovery — to help women turn their lives around.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US: Sign up to receive our newsletter at: www.liferecovery.ca/newsletter-sign-up

OUR VISION is that all recovering 
women will live free from addiction 
through God’s Grace

OUR CORE VALUES 
Hope | Abstinence | Transformation
Community | Integrity | Excellence

- W I N T E R -

2 0 1 7  U P D A T ERegistered Charity #867131351RR0001 

 

He heals the broken-hearted,  
 therefore if anyone is                          IN CHRIST, 
 he is a new creation, old things have  
 passed away, behold all things have become new.
 

– 2 Corinthians 5:17

LIFE’S SECOND CHANCE THRIFT STORE
#7 – 31550 South Fraser Way,  
Abbotsford. 
Open Monday – Saturday 
9:30 – 4:30  
(closed Sunday’s and 
statutory holidays) 

Come shop at or donate your  
gently used items to our thrift store. 

Our truck will pick up donations  
of furniture and items from  
estates. Please contact  
Bill Vantol at 604-854-5928

LEAVE A LEGACY
A lasting way to  
support LIFE Recovery  
Association is through a Legacy gift. Christian Stew-
ardship Services (CSS) can help you set this up with 
a free, no obligation, and confidential visit to discuss 
your options. To find out how you can become a Lega-
cy supporter go to www.csservices.ca, email: admin@
csservices.ca or phone: 1-800-267-8890 for information 
or to request a visit.

 Please contact me to discuss how I can  
 support Life Recovery through planned gifts  
 or my estate plan.

LIFE Recovery Association            @liferecoveryassociation           @liferecoveryasc            LIFE Recovery Association

FOLLOW US:

LIFE Recovery Association, PO Box 2652, Abbotsford, BC. V2T 6R5
QUESTIONS? Call 604.855.4440 or Email Admin@liferecovery.ca

BEST WAY TO HELP US? PRE-AUTHORIZED MONTHLY DONATION
Click on our website: www.liferecovery.ca, see monthly donations.  

Print, complete, enclose a blank cheque with “VOID” written on it & mail to:

ONE TIME DONATION
Tax receipts for donations of $20.00 or more will be mailed after 
year end. Please provide the following information: 

________________________________________________
Name:

________________________________________________
Street Address:                City:                Province:      Postal Code:

________________________________________________
Phone Number:                     Email:

I would like to make a one time donation: $ ____________

CREDIT CARD OR CHEQUE
(or online: www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/life-recovery-association)

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:   Visa    Mastercard

________________________________________________
Name on Card:                                    Card Number:

________________________________________________
Expires:                    Signature:

Bless this home, outside group, inside group

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
If you would like to be a part of our amazing  
team- we are always looking for new volunteers. 
Specifically:

•	We	are	looking	to	train	a	few	more	Drivers	for	our	
delivery truck. 

•	On-call	Handyman	for	any	of	our	3	facilities	 
(all	within	3km	of	the	store)	

• Small groups interested in short, mini projects  
like a bedroom makeover (painting, etc.)

•	Professionals	&/or	Skilled	Trades	willing	to	donate	
some of their expertise

•	Community	volunteers	to	oversee	mini-projects	like	
a garden or crafting with our clients for an upcom-
ing craft fair

•	Join	the	thrift	store	team	(in-store	application)

The power of prayer Our purpose
Recovery Day & connecting with  
past clients… doing well!

More Recovery Day success stories… 
so wonderful to see & share

Award-winning tree 
West Coast XMas Show

Without our volunteers, LIFE Recovery 
would not exist. God Bless You ALL

A little TLC for staff, thanks  
to Windy Hills Ranch

Grant + Summer Students = 
AMAZING

Great to see the store  
volunteers out on the  
tee, having fun “playing”

To some clients,  
LIFE Recovery is a…

Coffee, coffee, coffee… Our AGM

Sharing is part of  
the healing journey  
Thank you ladies.

A piece           from the 
store, to          be seen 
upon              entering 
the front          door at 
Old Yale

A dedication prayer for LIFE’s first 
3rd stage home, “Westerly”

Reflections from the Executive Director,  
I feel so blessed to be a part of LIFE over the past 
two years. Here is just one of many moving experi-
ences: I recently bumped into a graduated client 
outside of Abbotsford Community Services. She 
was on her way to a parenting class, was doing 
extremely well and was so appreciative of LIFE 
Recovery, she threw herself around me in a huge 
bear hug. While I certainly do not deserve the credit, 
her success reinforced for me how much hope LIFE 
Recovery gave her. Your support is amazing!  
A heart-felt “Thank You”,	Jeanne	Murko-Wust

Another dedication prayer for the 
long road to recovery: accountable-
affordable sober living at Old Yale

http://www.liferecovery.ca
http://www.liferecovery.ca/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.facebook.com/abstinenceaddiction/
https://www.instagram.com/liferecoveryassociation/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40liferecoveryasc&src=typd
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIOFVkLq59jWs0Y4D-o_dcQ
http://www.liferecovery.ca
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/life-recovery-association


A  PIECE FROM THE HEART 

FIRST STAGE RECOVERY HOME: THE RIGHT PATH BY NATASHA RHEAUME
(Paraphrased for brevity)

There once lived a girl who was jaded. She has everything she wanted but still 
felt lonely, empty & scared. She had been abandoned, bullied & abused by 
people she loved. One day she found a potion that made all her horrible feelings good. She decided she must have this magical 
potion always, regardless of any consequences, for it made her feel indestructible. Chaos continued, heartbreak, black eyes, 
dishonesty & isolation followed. Everything she cherished within herself, all the beauty, happiness & love others saw in her had 
completely vanished. She was completely alone. She continued to take this magical potion but it seemed to have expired; it was 
no longer working. The lost girl was truly alone, so alone that she could not even hear her own voice. 

She prayed. She prayed to a God she felt had disowned her. Hoping for an answer but not expecting one, she felt a warm loving 
hug. This must be the answer, she thought. Where do I start? She locked herself in her room while her boyfriend was on a tear. 
She fiercely looked online for a way out. The screen began to twinkle; she heard a voice say, “LIFE Recovery is waiting for you”. 
She called the number. An Angel answered. “Help me, I’m dying out here”, the lost girl said. The Angel replied, “You have found 
a safe place to call home”. She arrived but did not feel saved. Saving & healing take time. All she had was time. She struggled a 
bit, but within weeks she began to feel God’s acceptance, felt His arms around her daily & she had never felt so free, alive, truly 
joyful & hopeful. She was home & she was ready. 

When her time there was done, she left knowing how to trust wholly, love deeply & embrace God every day. She saw the 
beauty in everything again. She heard the birds sing & the bees buzz. She was so grateful to have found a new life & the true 
meaning of it. She was home & she was LOVED!

LIFE’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 
FUNDRAISING & MEMBERSHIP UPDATES: 
132 members (goal: 200), it’s never too late to join

· Golf Tournament 2017: $52,000 raised! 
 Highlights: Over 80 Hole Sponsors,  

120	golfers,		Dutch	Wheel	of	Cheese:	$3,900

· First-Stage Location (Braeside): Tree-Fence Project  
Completed & Building Re-Zoning Approved

	 Estimated	cost:	$39,937,	Actual:	$17,417 
Volunteer Work saved LIFE $22,520!

· A 4th-3rd Stage Home purchased (October) made  
possible by a very generous, anonymous donor

· Doubled our monthly donorships from last year  
(via CSS & Canadahelps). Consider long-term support.

PROGRAM STATS:

· Over 1500 women helped since 1999, 60-100 per year

· Geographic demographics 2011-2016:
	 	27%	from	Abbotsford,	34%	outside	of	Abbotsford,	within	

lower mainland, 24% BC Wide (outside of lower mainland)
  15% outside of BC 

· Nationality demographics of the last 121 clients:
	 	74%	Caucasian,	17%	Indigenous,	3%	African-decent
  2% Hispanic-decent, >1% Indo-Canadian, 4% Unknown

· Graduated	First-stage:	2016:	39%	|	2017	(October):	56%

· Second-stage was overcapacity for 5 months over 2016-2017 
which resulted in limited first-stage beds & increased chal-
lenges for first-stage component of our program

STORE UPDATES:

· Yearly gross continually increases.  
Compare: 2012 at $263,246 vs 2016 at $567,815

· The	store	hit	an	all-time	high	in	July,	2017	of	$55,108

· A win-win with 4 summer students this year on a federal 
grant: (1) volunteers got a break in the heat of the summer 
(2) blessed the store with a morale boost from their infectious 
laughs	&	youthful	play	(3)	helped	give	the	students	help	to	
further their education (4) students witnessed first-hand the 
challenges of overcoming addictions, importance of volun-
teerism/Christian service & how a social enterprise can really 
contribute to the betterment of society

· 1 student continues to volunteer, building LIFE’s social media 
presence, including advertising for the store

· Upgrades include: better lift for the truck, locks for the bath-
rooms,	reinforcements	for	the	backdoor	following	the	July	
break-in (a few hundred dollars’ worth of goods was stolen) 
& lots of Sears’ clearance display cases were purchased, to 
help organize the store

· Biggest need: volunteers, especially on Saturdays!

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Thank you for your gracious support in the past year. 
We’ve once again marked the year with milestones 
that continue to encourage us to move forward in the 
mandate to support women in recovery. Our special 
fundraising events & our thrift store business are vital 
financial components of LIFE, supported by hundreds of 
intensely committed volunteers.

Our GALA last February was challenged by icy weather 
& terrible driving conditions. Yet, we experienced one 
of our best GALA fundraising events. People came, 
we heard wonderful testimonies from women in our 
program	&	we	had	a	successful	fundraiser	of	$53,417.	It	
was a wonderful evening for all who came.

The annual Golf Tournament was an awesome success. 
We appreciate the efforts of the organizing committee & 
all who attended to help raise $52,000 this year.

Our LIFE’s Second Chance Thrift store is a ‘win-win’. We 
have consistently seen our daily average increase. This 
reflects a great manager & awesome volunteers. Not 
only is it an amazing financial support, it also is a safe 
place for volunteers to make a difference & connect 
with our clients in the program. We appreciate all who 
donate & those who shop at our store. Check out & 
share our Facebook Page for interesting items & upcom-
ing sales.

In response to the growing need for affordable housing, 
the Association purchased a home for the next steps in 
recovery. In October, we had an opportunity to purchase 
another home on our street at Braeside. Although the 
added financial commitments are real, we see this as a 
strategic move, looking to the future needs of the pro-
gram & the challenge of our aging building on Braeside. 
A significant donation towards this specific purchase 
was a wonderful, welcomed blessing.

I hope you enjoy the testimony included in this edition. 
Continually, we hear stories that highlight the impact 
that our collective efforts make on real people. They 
exemplify what God declares in the lives of our clients. 
Such stories encourage both staff & the board of direc-
tors, as we face many challenges in trying to address 
the gaps in servicing women in recovery. We trust they 
encourage you with your ongoing financial support.

We celebrate God’s faithfulness to LIFE over the many 
years & ask you to continue to pray for LIFE. Pray for 
the courage to follow in faith for 2018, knowing we do 
our best & God will do the rest!

God Bless,
Marian Vanderwal, Board Chair

Early Bird Tickets 
Before January 12th

$100 - Per Person
$800 - Table of Eight

Regular Tickets 
After January 13th

$125 - Per Person
$1000 - Table Of Eight

Friday, February 2, 2018
Quality Hotel & Conference Centre 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PM · DINNER AT 6:00PM

LIFE RECOVERY PRESENTS THE 11TH ANNUAL GALA

Renewed LIFE 

For Information & Ticket Purchases: 604-556-1031 OR events@liferecovery.ca
liferecovery.ca

To help with our  
fundraising efforts we 

are looking for donations 
for our Silent and Live 

Auctions. Experiences and 
vacation home getaways 

are always great but  
any type of auction 
donation would be 

greatly appreciated.

To find out more or to 
make a donation Please 

contact Patricia Driessen 
604-556-1031 or email

events@liferecovery.ca

let’s make it a 
     Night To Remember
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