
 

 

 

To Our Valued Supporters, 

The Board is very active during this crisis to address changing needs at our homes and well as the major 

reduction of income due to the store closure.  At its last Board meeting (by Zoom) Chuck Poelman and 

Len Visser have agreed to serve as co-chairs.  Shelley Fast is our Secretary.  Chuck and Shelley are also 

sharing the Treasurer role.  Marian Vanderwal is now our interim Executive Director, and works with the 

staff and programs.  Jeanne Murko-West has the role of Director of Donor and Government Relations, 

but she is now also working for Fraser Health 811 call line during this time. 

The Board wants the membership to be assured that they are trying to balance the ongoing needs of 

staff and current clients with the risks of introducing new clients into the program.  We know the need is 

great.  With no ability to have a staggered entry,  recovery homes in B.C. have had no  intakes of new 

clients in over a month.  We now have a plan to self-isolate small ‘teams’ of new clients under the 

recommendation and supervision of our Doctor,  to allow them the guidance of recovery - changes are 

being made and staff have been amazing. 

Dramatically reducing cash flow (at a time when a lot of stay at home B.C. residents are cleaning out 

their second hand treasures) has really hurt our bank account finances.  Obviously the store has been 

closed until further notice – we are not an essential service, and we have an obligation to cherish and 

protect our volunteers.  Some staff have been laid off, and many have had hours reduced due to fewer 

clients resulting in less staff at stage 1.  We are making whatever cost saving steps that are practically 

possible to help offset the loss in revenue from both the store and Stage 1 services, as well as working 

on the government subsidies available to our organization. 

Good news is that  Stage 2 & 3 houses are close to capacity.  We do have strict protocols in place to 

reduce risks of contracting covid19 wherever possible. 

Great news is to announce that an appeal made last month to regular donors has spurred faithful 

hearts, and we are very thankful for the $50,000 raised. 

 Please pray for the association, our faithful staff, our hard working clients, our stay-at-home volunteers, 

and our diligent Board.   

God’s got this, and is teaching us to respond.   

Please pray also for John Davidson, our indispensable Giselle’s husband, as he fights a difficult battle 

with pancreatic cancer.  John and Giselle are important members of Our LIFE family who need our 

constant prayers.  

In all you think and feel in these times, do remember LIFE in all its dimensions – we covet your prayers. 
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